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International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) reference for English 

 
(see the following video to hear all the sounds): 

 
 

 http://youtu.be/o8KppNXfx2k 
 

 

Comments / special characters: 
 

/ The start and the end of the transcription. Example: “cat”  = /kæt/ 

ˈ The stressed syllable of a word.  

Example: “prefer” (we stress the second syllable) = /prɪˈfɜːʳ/ 

. The start of a new syllable. Example: “football” (2 syllables) = /ˈfʊt.bɔːl/ 

ʳ This is not an official IPA sound. It means that we pronounce the “r” sound only if the 

next word starts with a vowel.  Example: “prefer”  = /prɪˈfɜːʳ/  

 
“I prefer apples.” (we pronounce the final “r” sound) 
“I prefer pears.” (we do not pronounce the final “r” sound) 
 

 
 

   The consonant l is pronounced as a separate syllable. Example “little” = /ˈ ɪt.  / 

   In American English, the letter “t” sounds like a “d” Example “butter” = /ˈbʌ  .ɚ/ 
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Vowels (long) 
 

IPA examples 

i: tree, green 

u: shoe, food 

ɑ: arm, car 

ɔ: door, four 

ɜ:ʳ girl, nurse 

 
 

Vowels (short) 
 
 

IPA examples  

ɪ sit, fish  

ʊ pull, good  

ʌ mug, duck  

ɒ hot, stop  

ə amount, cinema  

e red, dead ɛ in some dictionaries 

æ cat, fat  

ɚ mother  

ɝ girl  
 
 

 

Dipthongs 
 

IPA examples  

ɪəʳ ear, beer  

ʊəʳ pure, tourist  

aɪ my, five  

ɔɪ boy, choice  

əʊ go, joke  

eəʳ there, chair  ɛə in some dictionaries 

aʊ now, lounge  

eɪ they, say  

oʊ nose  
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Consonants (voiceless and voiced pairs) 
 

 
Consonants (voiceless) 

 

IPA examples 
p apple, stop 

t tree, want 

tʃ chair, teacher 

k cat, walk 

f fish, if 

θ think, both 

s stop, fast 

ʃ she, fish 

 
 
 

 
Consonants (voiced) 

 

IPA examples 
b bad, beer 

d door, food 

dʒ joke, lounge 

g green, dog 

v vote, five 

ð they, mother 

z zoo, noise 

ʒ pleasure, vision 
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Other consonants 
 
 

IPA examples 
m man, money 

n never, ten 

ŋ sing, drink 

h hot, head 

l love, pull 

r red, tree 

w want, window 

j yes, yellow 

 
 
 
 

 
(see the following video to hear all the sounds): 

 

 
 

 http://youtu.be/o8KppNXfx2k 
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Phonetic Symbol និមិតតសញញ សេមលង (សុញិ) 
 

Consonant Sound សេមលងពយញជ នៈ 
1.  /p/ ផឹ=ផ.ភ penpenpenpen /pen/ ប៊ិ�  13.  /n/     នឹ=ណ.ន no no no no /n@U/ េទ 
2.  /b/ បឹ=ប.ប ៊ badbadbadbad /b&d/ ែ�គ  14.  /h/     ហឹ=ហ.ហ៊ happyhappyhappyhappy /’h&pi/ សប'យ 
3.  /t/ ធឹ=ថ.ធ.ឋ.ឍ teateateatea /ti:/ ែត  15.  /r/      រឹ=រ៉.រ redredredred /red/ �កហម 
4.  /d/ ឌឹ=ដ .ឌ do do do do /du:/ េធ8ើ  16.  /j/      យ=ឹយ.៉យ yesyesyesyes /yes/ >ទ.?៎ 
5.  /k/ ឃឹ=ខ.ឃ catcatcatcat /k&t/ EF  17.  /w/     វឹ=វ៉.វ wetwetwetwet /wet/ េសើម 
6.  /g/ ហKឹ=ហL.ហK gogogogo /g@u/ េN  18.  /T/      ស=ឹស.ស៊ thinthinthinthin /Tin/ សគម.េសដង 

7.  /f/ ហ8ឹ=ហ8.ហ៊8 fallfallfallfall /fO:l/ RSក ់  19.  /D/      ដឹ=ដ.ឌ thatthatthatthat /D&t/ េVះ 
8.  /v/ វឹ=វ៉. វ voicevoicevoicevoice /vOIs/ សេមYង 20.  /S/      ស\=ឹស\.ស៊\ sheshesheshe /Si:/ Vង 
9.  /s/ សឹ=ស.ស៊ sonsonsonson /sVn/ កូន�បសុ 21.  /Z/      ស_=ឹស_.ស៊_ visionvisionvisionvision /vIZn/ គំេហើញ 
10.  /z/ ហ_=ឹហ_.ហ_៊zoozoozoozoo /zu:/ សួនសត8 22. /tS/      ឆឹ=ឆ.ឈ chinchinchinchin /tSi:n/ �fg 
11. /l/ លឹ=ឡ.ល livelivelivelive /lIv/ រស់េj 23  /Ù/     �ឹ=�.ជ junejunejunejune /Ùu:n/ ែខមិថVុ 
12. /m/ មឹ=ម៉.ម manmanmanman /m&n/ បុរស  24.  /N/      ងឹ=ង៉.ង singsingsingsing /sIN/ េ��ៀង  
 

Vowels រសៈេទល    Diphthongs រសៈផស ំ

1. /i:/* អ៊ី seeseeseesee /si:/  េឃើញ   1.   /ei/     េអ   namenamenamename /neim/        េqFះ 
2. /I/ អ៊ិ sit sit sit sit /sIt/  អងKុយ   2.   /@U/   អូ    nononono /n@U/         េទ 
3.  /i/ អ៊ី twentytwentytwentytwenty /twenty/ ២០   3.   /ai/     uយ  mymymymy /mai/            របស់ខvុ ំ
4. /e/ អិ tentententen /ten/  ១០   4.   /aU/   េx    now now now now /naU/       ឥឡូវ 
5.  /&/ ែអ៊ stampstampstampstamp /st&mp/ ែតម   5.   /OI/     អយ   boyboyboyboy /bOI /     េក{ង�បុស 
6. /A:/*u armarmarmarm /A: (r)m/ ៃដ   6.   /I@/      េអៀ     nearnearnearnear /nI@(r)/      ជិត.ែក}រ 
7. /Q/ អក ់ hothothothot /hQt/  េ~�   7.   /e@/     ែអ៊រ    hairhairhairhair    /he@(r)/           សក ់
8. /O: /*អរ morningmorningmorningmorning /mO: (r)nIN/េពល�ពឹក  8.   /U@/    អួរ         purepurepurepure /pjU@ (r)/   បរិសុទ� 
9. /U/ អ៊ុ putputputput /pUt/  �ក.់ទំ�ក់ 
10. /u:/* អ៊ូ youyouyouyou /ju:/  អ�ក 
11. /V/ uក ់ sunsunsunsun /sVn/  �ពះuទិត� 
12. /3: /*អឹ learnlearnlearnlearn /l3: (r)n/ េរៀន 
13. /@/ អឹ letter letter letter letter /’ let@(r)/ សំបុ�ត 
� The vowel sounds of English are: long vowels, short vowels and diphthongs. (*) long vowel. 
     (r) An ‘r’ in parentheses in heard in British pronunciation when it is immediately folowed by a 
word beginning with a vowel sound. Otherwise it is omitted. 
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Khmer Romanization 
 

I. Consonants 
កក   k ខខ   Kh គគ   K     ឃឃ    Kh ងង   ng 
ចច   ch, J  ឆឆ   chh ជជ         ch, J     ឈឈ   chh ញញ    nh, gn 
ដដ   d ឋឋ   th ឌឌ   d ឍឍ   th ណណ    n 
តត   t ថថ   th ទទ      t ធធ           th នន    n 
បប      b ផផ     ph ពព        p ភភ      ph, p មម     m 
យយ  y ររ     r លល    l វវ      v, w សស    s 
ហហ    h ឡ    l អអ o, or, a, aa   

 

II. Vowels 
អ a, ar, ea) អិ e, ek, I,(i) អី ei, ey (I, y) អឹ   oe (i,oe) អឺ       eu 
អុ      o (u) អូ   o, au, ou  អ៊ួ     uo េអ     aoe, er េអឿ    oeu 
េអៀ   ea, ear េអ   e (e) ែអ    e, er,eo ៃអ    ai, (ey) េអ    oa, or 
េអao,av,(ov) អុំ  om, (um) អំ  om, (om) អ ំam(oam) អះ ah(eah) 
េអះ  eh (is) អុះ  osh (us) អិះ    ih េអះ  oh, uoh ឥ      e, ey 
Ė     ei, i, e ឧ    o, u ឪ     ov, oev ឫ      roe ឬ      reu 
ឭ     loe ឮ    leu ឯ    ea, e ឱ  oa, or, our អៈ    a, ak 
NoteNoteNoteNote:  The letter in bracket is for sound “Our”. 
  The first letter for each consonant and vowel is stronger than the next order. 

 � The Khmer vowels above are not enough for expressing about the number of 
Khmer vowel.  

ចំណៈំ អកសរេនកនងវងរ់កចកគសំរុ ឺ បស់េមលងខយល ់””””អ៊អ៊អ៊អ”៊””” ។ ឧ. (u) អ៊ ុ   

  អកសរេនលំដបទ់មួយគខល ងំនងនយមេរបីី ឺ ិ ិ ជងលំដបប់នទ ប។់ ឧ. sdei or sdey.
  � រសៈែខ មរខងេលគមនរគបរ់គនសំ់របប់ញជ កអំ់ពចនំនួរសៈែខ មរេឡយ។ើ ឺ ិ ី ើ  

 

(ia, ie 


